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Background

In 1997, Senate Bill 376 authorized the Standardized Testing and Reporting
(STAR) Program for English-language arts and mathematics in grades two
through eleven and in history-social science and science in grades nine through
eleven. The State Board of Education (SBE) designated the Stanford
Achievement Test, Ninth Edition (Stanford 9) for use in the STAR Program.

In 1998, the Stanford 9 was administered.

In 1999, the Stanford 9 was augmented with California Standards Test (CST)
questions for English-language arts and mathematics. The CSTs are designed
to assess the achievement of students in California public schools on the state
content standards that specify what students are to learn in each grade level
and subject area.

In 2001, CSTs in history-social science and science for grades nine through
eleven were added to the STAR Program. The CSTs in English-language arts
for grades four and seven were expanded to include a writing assessment.

In 2003, the CSTs in English-language arts for grades two through eleven and
the CSTs in mathematics for grades two through seven were separated from
the Stanford 9 and became stand-alone tests. The CST in history-social
science for grade nine was moved to grade eight. The content of this test was
changed from assessing the history-social science content standards for
grades four through eight to assessing the content standards for grades six
through eight.

In 2004, a CST in science for grade five that assesses the science content
standards for grades four and five was added to the STAR Program.

In 2005, two science tests required by the federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB)
Act of 2001 were field-tested. The grade eight test assesses content standards
for grade eight, and the grade ten test assesses selected middle school life
science and high school biology content standards.



Reporting CST Results

The CST results are reported using five performance levels: advanced,
proficient, basic, below basic, and far below basic.

The percentage of students scoring at each performance level is reported by
grade level and subject area.

The state target is to have all students score at the proficient or above levels.

Summary of CST Results

English-Language Arts

The 2005 results showed increases over 2004 in the percentages of students
scoring at proficient or above in grades two through eleven.

The greatest gain for the two-year comparison (2004 and 2005) in the
elementary and middle grades was in grade four with an increase of 8
percentage points, followed by grades two and seven with a 7 percentage-point
increase, and grade eight with a 6 percentage-point increase.

Increases also occurred in high school with a 6 percentage-point increase in
grade nine and a 4 percentage-point increase in grade eleven.

The percentages of all students scoring at proficient or above between 2001
and 2005 has increased for all grade levels tested.

The greatest growth from 2001 to 2005 was in grades five and nine where there
was a 15 percentage-point increase over the five-year period. Grade four
followed with a 14 percentage-point gain.

Subgroup results for 2005 showed increases in the percentages of all students
scoring at proficient or above between 2004 and 2005, as well as between
2001 and 2005.

Within the various subgroups, the greatest gains between 2001 and 2005 were
exhibited for reclassified-fluent English proficient (R-FEP) students. A 10
percentage-point difference between R-FEP students and students whose first
language is English (English only students) in 2001 had decreased to a 1
percentage-point difference in 2005. (Forty-eight percent of R-FEP students
scored proficient or above compared to 49 percent of English only students.)



Mathematics

Compared with 2004, the percentages of students scoring at proficient or above
increased in all grade levels and courses except integrated mathematics 1. In
2005, results for this course remained the same as 2004. Results in elementary
grades showed 5 or 6 percentage-point increases between 2004 and 2005.

Between 2001 and 2005, there was an increase in the percentages of students
scoring at proficient or above in grades two through seven, general
mathematics, integrated mathematics 2 and 3, and summative high school
mathematics.

The number of students taking algebra |, geometry, algebra Il, and summative
high school mathematics increased from 2001 to 2005 and between 2004 and
2005. The number of students achieving at proficient or above also increased in
these subjects, showing more students are becoming better prepared in college
preparatory mathematics courses.

In 2005, subgroup data showed:
— Increases in the percentages of students scoring at proficient or above for
all subgroups.

—  Forty-one percent of R-FEP students scoring at proficient or above, which
is almost on par with English only students at 43 percent.

— A continuing gap between highest performing subgroups and lowest
performing subgroups (2001-2005).

—  The percentage of economically disadvantaged students scoring at
proficient or above is increasing at a greater rate than that of non-
economically disadvantaged students. The gap between these two groups
of students closed by 4 percentage points between 2001 and 2005.

History-Social Science

The CST in history-social science for grade eleven (U.S. history) showed 37
percent of students scoring at proficient or above. This is a 5 percentage-point
increase since 2004 and a 6 percentage-point increase since 2001.

The CST in history-social science for grade ten (world history) showed 31
percent of students scoring at proficient or above. This is a 4 percentage-point
increase over the previous two years and a 7 percentage-point increase since
2001.

The percentage of students scoring at proficient or above on the CST in history-
social science for grade eight increased to 31 percent. This is a 4 percentage-
point increase over scores in 2003 and 2004.



Science

Between 2001 and 2005, the number of students in grades nine through eleven
taking CSTs in science increased by approximately 376,000 with the greatest
increase found between 2003 and 2004.

Approximately 55,000 more students took the CST in biology in 2005. This is
an increase of 14 percent over 2004.

Twenty-eight percent of students in grade five scored at proficient or above.
This is a 4 percentage-point increase over 2004.

Between 2004 and 2005, the percentage of students scoring at proficient or
above on integrated science 1 increased by 3 percentage-points.

Between 2004 and 2005, the percentage of students scoring at proficient or
above on integrated science 4 increased by 18 percentage-points.

Summary of California Achievement Tests,
Sixth Edition Survey (CAT/6 Survey)

The CAT/6 Survey was administered only to students in grades three and
seven. The tests had previously been administered in grades two through
eleven. The reduction in grade levels tested was based on legislative changes
made when the STAR Program was reauthorized in 2004.

Between 2004 and 2005, the average percentile scores for all content areas
tested increased for grades three and seven.

Summary of CST Results for Selected School Districts

Between 2001 and 2005, the results for students tested in five selected school
districts were analyzed for English-language arts and mathematics. The school
districts are Los Angeles, Sacramento City, San Bernardino City, San Diego City,
and San Francisco.

Between 2004 and 2005, the percentages of students scoring at proficient or
above increased in English-language arts and mathematics for all five school
districts.

Between 2001 and 2005, the percentages of students scoring at proficient or
above increased in English-language arts and mathematics for all five school
districts.
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CHART 1

English-Language Arts

Percentage of Students Scoring at or Above Proficient
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CHART 2

Mathematics

Percentage of Students Scoring at or Above Proficient
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CHART 3
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Achievement Gap of
African-American to White Students
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Percentage of Students Scoring at or Above Proficient
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CHART 4

Percent of Students
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CHARTS Achievement Gap of Non-Ethnic Subgroups

English-Language Arts
Percentage of Students Scoring at or Above Proficient
Comparing 2001to 2005 by Non-ethnic Subgroups
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CHART 6
Achievement Gap of Non-Ethnic Subgroups

Mathematics
Percentage of Students Scoring at or Above Proficient
Comparing 2001 to 2005 by Non-Ethnic Subgroups
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